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and the girls were made to sit each upon one of the two bags of silk while the police searched the place. Nothing was found and the party again set out; and five days afterwards Newal Singh and his whole family were murdered at Biseni by the Thugs whom they had twice preserved from arrest.
These murderers looked on all travellers as their 6. Sp< legitimate prey, as sportsmen regard game. On one |^e occasion the noted Thug, Feringia,1 with his gang were tinned cooking their dinners under some trees on the road when five travellers came by, but could not be persuaded to stop and partake of the meal, saying they wished to sleep at a place called Hirora that night, and had yet eight miles to go. The Thugs afterwards followed, but found no traces of the travellers at Hirora. Feringia therefore concluded that they must have fallen into the hands of another gang, and suddenly recollected having passed an encampment of Banjaras (pack-carriers) not far from the town. On the following morning he accordingly went back with a few of his comrades, and at once recognised a horse and pony which he had observed in the possession of the travellers. So he asked the Banjaras, " What have you done with the five travellers, my good friends ? You have taken from us., our banij (merchandise)." They apologised for what they had done, pleading ignorance of the lien of the other Thugs, and offered to share the booty ; but Feringia declined, as none of his party had been present at the l loading" They were accustomed to distinguish their most important exploits by the number of persons who were killed. Thus one murder in the Jubbulpore District was known as the ' Sathrup,' or * Sixty soul affair,' and another in Bilaspur as the f Chalisrup/ or ' Murder of forty.' At this time (1807) the road between northern and southern India through the Nerbudda valley had been rendered so unsafe by the incursions of the Pindaris that travellers preferred to go through Chhattlsgarh and Sambalpur to the Ganges. This route, passing for long distances through dense forest, offered great advantages to the Thugs, and was soon infested
1 He was called Feringia because he     from an attack on her village by troops was born while his mother was fleeing     under European officers (Feringis).